
NICKFINZER
“... a new voice to the pantheon of upcoming trombone greats”
“Great compositions, playing, and overall leadership of the band!... the WHOLE package”
    - Wycliffe Gordon

W O R K S H O P S  W I T H  N I C K  F I N Z E R

I like to emphasize an interactive and energized approach to 
working with students. Working with musicians of any level 
involves more than just presenting the information. I strive to 
make a personal connection with participants by sharing my 
experiences in an honest and candid way. Jazz is about shar-
ing. Information is passed down musician to musician, with 
each person’s unique approach folded into the common ele-
ments we utilize. I strongly believe that we are a sum of all of 
the musicians whose knowledge we’ve sought out during the 
course of our study. There is no exclusivity in jazz, everyone is 
encouraged to participate and experience the joy of playing 
and studying music!

W h a t  t o  E x p e c t

A day of workshops will typically involve several separate 
sessions so that we can have a streamlined focus to our time 
together. Any of these sessions can be combined to facilitate 
scheduling.

“GET AHEAD! For Developing Jazz Trombonists” – In this 
session I will focus on three main areas of trombone playing as 
it relates to playing jazz and improvised music. Fundamentals 
(sound, flexibility, articulation, range, etc), playing jazz (style, phrasing, etc), and tools for improvisation. The trombonists in the session will walk 
away with many immediately applicable concepts and specific tasks to help improve their playing. Playing the trombone comes first! Then we 
can deal with playing the MUSIC! Many of these concepts can be reinforced after the conclusion of our session by utilizing my book “Get Ahead! A 
Practical Guide for the Developing Jazz Trombonist”

“Jazz Performance Workshop” – For both small and large jazz ensembles. We’ll work on some of the ensemble’s existing repertoire, through the 
lens of my focus and experience. Concepts that I focus on are the feeling of swing, rhythmic integrity, musical intensity, and dynamic phrasing. 
Whatever material the groups are working on, I know that we can take it to the next level.

“Perspectives” – This is the session for the general population of students, not necessarily an ensemble rehearsal. As a younger musician participat-
ing in this challenging music scene in our industry, I find that this opportunity is a great time to share some thoughts about developing your skills 
both inside and outside of music, and about planning for the future. We’ll talk about having perspective of where you are, where you’d like to be, 
and how you’ll be able to get there. I am committed to sharing the importance of being organized! This includes a commitment to the goal setting 
process, planning your practice sessions and keeping a practice journal. We’ll also talk about all of the skills that you need in this 21st Century mu-
sic marketplace. It’s about more than just being a great player now! I’ll share my experiences regarding various entrepreneurial activities that I’ve 
been involved with throughout the time I’ve been committed to being a musician. Last but not least, we’ll talk about the importance of versatility 
within the marketplace – it’s difficult to be successful as a “one trick pony”!

“Developing Fluency in Improvisation” – These sessions give me the opportunity to share important tools for developing vocabulary with the 
participants. We’ll take musical information that they are already familiar with (such as the major scale) and turn it inside out. For advanced groups 
we will explore chord

spelling and rotation exercises that will challenge even the most seasoned of improvisers. We’ll also talk about my eight step tune learning process 
that anyone can use to gain facility improvising over any tune.

“Improvisation for All” – A workshop designed to get everyone improvising, even those with no experience! This isn’t limited to jazz students, 
these sessions are great for orchestra and band classes as well. We’ll utilize aural skills and singing as important elements of learning the basics of 
improvisation.

“The Hang” – A session (or part of a session) that serves as a catch-all and facilitates Q&A’s. Whichever direction that the questions take us, is where 
we’ll go. Additional topics that might be of interest: the compositional process, arranging and orchestration, tips for successful band leading, tran-
scribing, music technology and its usage in practice and performance, entrepreneurship in music, and vocabulary development.
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AboutNICK

2015Projects
Nick will be presenting three main peformance projects in 2015, includ-
ing:

The Chase : Nick’s second album featuring original compostions, 
comprised of NYC’s greatest young jazz talent. The band will be on tour 
throughout 2015. 

The Quartet : Nick’s quartet presents both his music, and the music of the 
legendary jazz composers and instrumentalists from the last century.

Nick - Going Solo : Nick is frequently booked as a soloist with big band 
and small groups at high schools and colleges around the world. Nick will 
bring his musical sensibilities to your program to bring your music to life! 

PERTINENT CONTACT INFORMATION:
BOOKING CONTACT : BOOKING@OUTSIDEINMUSIC.COM

PRESS CONTACT : INFO@THEROSSGROUPFT.COM
ARTIST REP AT CONN-SELMER : MGIFFORD@CONN-SELMER.COM

QUESTIONS FOR NICK : NICK@NICKFINZERMUSIC.COM

Nick Finzer is one of the hottest young jazz musicians on the scene in 
New York City today. The award-winning Julliard-trained trombonist and 
composer draws from the past as he reaches out to the millennials of 
his generation hungry for new expressions. His current project in devel-
opment, “The Chase,” will be his second album of original compositions 
recorded by one of the hottest quintets of young Jazz musicians working 
the New York City scene.

Finzer toured with both the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra featuring 
Wynton Marsalis, and on the North American/European tour of the Inter-
net phenomenon Postmodern Jukebox in 2014, and prepared his second 
album, “The Chase,” currently being presented on PledgeMusic.

In January of 2013 he released “Exposition,”  ten original compositions 
for his debut album on the Outside in Music label. Nick was selected as a 
recipient of a 2013 ASCAP Young Jazz Composers award for his compo-
sition “Alternate Agenda,” which appears on the album. Modern master 
trombonist Wycliffe Gordon called Finzer “a new voice to the pantheon of 
upcoming trombone greats in the making,” and called the album “a glow-
ing example of things to come. Great compositions, playing, and overall 
leadership of the band…. the WHOLE package.”

Gordon should know. After taking part in the “Essentially Ellington” 
competition Finzer came under the tutelage of the former Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Trombonist, a relationship that developed into a four year commis-
sion project in which Gordon wrote four pieces to feature Nick during his 
undergraduate studies at the Eastman School of Music, where Nick per-
formed and studied with Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, Walt Weiskopf, John 
Clayton and Slide Hampton, among others. In 2011 Nick was the winner 
of the Eastern Trombone Workshop’s National Jazz Trombone Competition 
and was a finalist in the 2010 International Trombone Association’s Carl 
Fontana Jazz Trombone Competition.

Finzer studied under jazz trombone innovator, Steve Turre at Juilliard Jazz, 
working with many mentors including Frank Kimbrough, Carl Allen, and 
Ray Drummond. He completed a Masters Degree from Juilliard. In New 
York, he has shared the stage with the likes of Frank Wess at Dizzy’s Club 
Coca Cola, Lew Tabackin and Terrell Stafford at The Blue Note, and Lewis 
Nash and Ryan Truesdell’s Gil Evans Project at Jazz Standard. Nick contin-
ues to lead his own bands around the city and across the country. Finzer 
is determined to continually develop his artistry from the lineage of the 
music, while being honest to his musical voice and personality.
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